
 

 
 
 
Could General Election Delay Personal Injury Reforms? 
 

Introduction 
 

Following the MOJ’s consultation on reforming the soft tissue injury claims process, the government introduced the 

Prisons and Courts Bill (“the Bill”) to implement the legislative changes needed to introduce a tariff of fixed compensation 

for minor whiplash claims. 

 

On 18 April 2017, in an effort to gain a mandate from the UK electorate for her Brexit plans, the Prime Minister called a 

snap general election to take place on 08 June 2017.  

 

The impact on personal injury reforms 
 

Some commentators have been quick to link the general election with a possible scrapping or amending of the personal 

injury reforms included within the Bill on the basis that all parliamentary business should be concluded by 02 May 2017, 

during a period known as “wash up”. 

 

Whilst these commentators are quite correct that there could be a minor delay in the passing of the Bill it seems unlikely 

that the government will make any real concessions on the Bill to force it through as part of that “wash up” process. It may 

well be that the Bill, or parts of it, are held over to the new parliamentary term following the election. However, it is too 

early to say whether any such delay to the Bill would put at risk the aim for these reforms to be implemented by October 

2018.  

 

Can we help? 

We will be keeping a watching brief and will report back as soon as there are any further developments.  In the meantime, 

should you wish to discuss this in more detail, or would like assistance with any other matter, please do not hesitate to get 

in touch. 
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This update does not attempt to provide a full analysis of those matters with which it deals and is provided for general information purposes only. This 

update is not intended to constitute legal advice and should not be treated as a substitute for legal advice. Weightmans accepts no responsibility for any loss, 

which may arise from reliance on the information in this update. The copyright in this update is owned by Weightmans © 2017 

 

Data Protection Act 

Pursuant to the Data Protection Act 1998, your name may be retained on our marketing database.   The database enables us to select contacts to receive a 

variety of marketing materials including our legal update service, newsletters and invites to seminars and events.  It details your name, address, telephone, 

fax, e-mail, website, mailing requirements and other comments if any.  Please ensure you update our marketing team with any changes.   You have the right 

to correct any data that relates to you.  You should contact James Holman, our Data Protection Officer in writing, at 100 Old Hall Street Liverpool L3 9QJ. 

 

 

 

 


