
 

 

Occupational disease newsletter 

 

Our publication for busy disease practitioners offering an informative round up of the 

month's developments in the disease arena, including COVID-19 related issues. 

We always enjoy hearing from our readers, so if you have any suggestions for topics, 

experiences to share, or you would like to be featured in our newsletter please email us. 

Quick hits 

 

Can LED light cause cancer? 
 

A recent study from the Barcelona Institute for Global Health has analysed the relationship 

between exposure to artificial light and colorectal cancer. 

Read more 

 

 

  

 

Analysis finds work absences related to poor air 
are costing Britain about £600m annually 

 

Polluted air in the UK could be causing three million working days to be lost every year owing to 

people getting sick or taking time off to care for relatives, new research carried out on behalf of 

the Clean Air fund suggests. 

Read more 

 

 

  

 

Mesothelioma Treatment Developments 
 

On Friday 2 October Mesothelioma UK are running their 2020 Patient and Carer Day which is 

their 15th annual event virtually. Topics covered will include the latest developments on both 
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mesothelioma and immunotherapy clinical trials, how COVID-19 has affected people suffering 

from Cancer and eth current position on the safe management of asbestos in the UK. 

Read more 

 

The market place 

 

Pitfalls & opportunities in jurisdiction in stress 
claims 

 

As personal injury specialists we naturally assume stress claims are brought in the County or 

High Court. Similarly, an employment law solicitor or human resources professional would be 

looking at the Employment Tribunal as the venue. With today’s level of specialism that is the 

way it works. 

The problem though is that a stress claim can fall between the cracks so to speak. 

Read more 

 

 

  

 

Update on hand-arm vibration syndrome 
 

The Health and Safety Executive (“HSE”) have provided updated guidance on Hand arm vibration 

with its inspection and enforcement guidance. This replaces the Topic Inspection Pack on Hand 

Arm Vibration (“HAV”). 

Read more 

 

On the horizon 

 

Stage set for new landscape of asbestos related 
claims 
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In contrast to claims for noise induced hearing loss, asbestos related claims have followed a 

fairly steady trajectory over the past decade.  

Read more 

 

Case studies 

 

Historic disease claims, dissolved companies 
and Limitation 

A note on the potential impact of Holmes v S & B 
Concrete Ltd [2020] EWHC 2277 (QB) 

 

The position of dissolved companies in historic disease litigation has seen a number of 

developments in recent times that merit consideration. 

Read more 

 

 

  

 

Claimant’s exposure met the 25 fibre years’ 
threshold 
 
Smith v Secretary of State for Transport [2020] EWHC 
1954 (QB) 

 

The claimant worked for British Rail between 1956 and 1963 repairing train carriages. He 

alleged that he was regularly exposed to asbestos dust and, as a result, he had exceeded 25 

fibre years and was suffering from asbestosis.  

Read more 

 

 

  

 

Call for ban on quartz worktops 
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Around 600,000 UK workers are exposed to silica dust every year. An increasingly common 

source of silica dust is quartz worktops. 

Read more 

 

 

  

 

 

Navigating you through the 'new normal' 

As a full service law firm, we are here to advise, support and prepare you in this 

time of transition. Our sector specific teams can give focused, practical and expert 

advice upon the return to the new normal, post-COVID phase and the concerns 

surrounding it for organisations and their employees, clients and service providers. 

Our specialists can provide support with contractual and supply chain advice, HR 

issues, event cancellations, insurance claims, and insolvency. 

Learn more 
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Keep in touch 
 

Follow us on social media to receive our latest 
updates direct to your feed. 
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