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Neil McGlone, Film Consultant
Email: neil_mcglone@yahoo.com     
Telephone: + 44 (0) 7866 317538

Neil is currently Project Manager at The Riverside Theatre, 
Woodbridge, Suffolk’s privately-owned independent cinema.

Neil worked as a researcher and advisor on Mark Cousins’ 
documentaries, A STORY OF CHILDREN AND FILM (2013) and THE 
EYES OF ORSON WELLES (2018). He is also the main researcher at 
The Criterion Collection in New York, working on each title that they 
have produced since 2014. 

Neil works as a consultant and advisor to Il Cinema Ritrovato film 
festival in Bologna, Midnight Sun Film Festival in Finland, Cinema 
Reborn in Sydney, Karlovy Vary Film Festival in the Czech Republic 
and occasionally for the Telluride Film Festival in the USA. He has 
written on film for Sight and Sound magazine and The Criterion 
Collection website and is the founder of Film Feast UK Ltd.

Sean Keely, Office Managing Partner 
Freeborn & Peters LLP
Email: skeely@freeborn.com  
Telephone: +1 (631) 431 6839

Sean is the New York Office Managing Partner, the head of 
Freeborn’s Reinsurance Subgroup, and a Partner in the Litigation 
Practice Group.

Even while a first-year law student, Sean was involved in reinsurance 
litigation as an intern with a firm handling reinsurance and insurance 
insolvency matters. Over 20 years later, Sean brings that deep 
industry knowledge to bear, litigating and arbitrating commercial 
disputes with a particular focus on the (re)insurance industry. 

Over the past several years, Sean has been at the centre of cases 
addressing developing issues in the industry, including the limits 
of facultative reinsurance certificates, late notice, allocation and 
aggregation of losses, follow-the-settlements, breaches of the 
duty of utmost good faith, material misrepresentation, and insurer 
insolvency. He has also represented clients in emerging issues, 
including disputes under industry loss warranties, parametric swap 
agreements, and other reinsurance products.

Liam Bedford, IRLA YPG 
Kennedys Law 
Email: liam.bedford@kennedyslaw.com     
Telephone: +44 (0) 07870 908922

Liam is a Senior Associate in Kennedy’s Leeds office, and a 
practicing barrister. 

His case load is primarily asbestos-related claims litigated in the 
High Court. Liam has a specialism acting for local authorities on 
strategic points, such as foreseeability of risk to firemen and in 
respect of emerging diseases. He has experience across a wide 
range of disease types such as asthma, dermatitis, silicosis, HAVS 
and NIHL. Liam has won several reported asbestos cases in the 
High Court on breach of duty such as McGowan v AMEC [2017] 
and on the application of the Limitation Act 1980 in Fudge v 
FG Minter [2018]. He also undertakes all interim Advocacy in 
the county and high courts and from his pupillage has an active 
interest in costs litigation. 

Liam is a “recommended lawyer” in the 2020/21 edition of The 
Legal 500.

Nicola Gaisford, IRLA YPG 
Randall & Quilter Holdings
Email: nicola.gaisford@rqih.com      
Telephone: +44 (0) 7881 526031

Nicola is the Senior M&A Manager at R&Q. She is responsible for 
leading the analysis and execution of legacy transactions in the 
UK and European insurance run-off markets. 

Prior to joining R&Q, Nicola was a Senior Financial Analyst at AM 
Best, rating insurance and reinsurance companies in UK, Europe, 
Middle East and African markets.  

Other experience includes working in the Market Security team 
at Willis Group (now Willis Towers Watson).   

Nicola is ACII qualified. 

Kevin Gill, IRLA Director  
Ernst & Young LLP 
Email: kgill@parthenon.ey.com    
Telephone: +44 (0) 7714 069859

Kevin was elected to the IRLA Board in 2020 and has taken on 
the role of IRLA’s Treasurer. He is also on the IRLA LCL Board.     

He is a Partner at EY and leads its Insurance Restructuring 
and Run-off practice as well as heading up its UK corporate 
simplification and exits business. Kevin is also a Director and 
Chief Risk Officer of Municipal Mutual Insurance Company Ltd.

Kevin is a Chartered Accountant and a Chartered Insurance 
Practitioner.
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Josh Turner, Senior Manager 
Ernst & Young LLP 
Email: josh.turner@uk.ey.com     
Telephone: +44 (0) 7876 877371

Josh is a Senior Manager in EY’s Insurance Risk & Regulation 
practice and is focussed on supporting clients as they respond 
to both business and regulatory change. He is one of EY’s 
Operational Resilience Insurance leaders and has been actively 
supporting clients in implementing the new regulatory require-
ments, as well as the development of EY’s solutions and thought 
leadership in this area.

Josh is a member of the CII and IRM, and a former Insurance 
Supervisor at the FCA.

Alastair Lauder, Group Chief Actuary 
DARAG Group
Email: a.lauder@darag-group.com    
Telephone: +44 (0) 7779 299083

Alastair joined DARAG in May 2021 after almost 10 years at 
Barbican Insurance as Syndicate Actuary and a year working for 
the newly formed Arch Managing Agency, post the acquisition of 
Barbican later in 2019.

Alastair headed up the actuarial team at Barbican and was then 
central to planning and performance management in the Arch 
Managing Agency. He has extensive experience of reserving, 
pricing and capital modelling in a wide range of commercial lines 
insurance.  He also helped build out various technology and data 
platforms to support the Barbican and Arch planning, reserving and 
financial reporting processes.

Previous to this Alastair qualified in 2007 and worked as a 
consultant at Lane Clarke & Peacock on various London Market 
Syndicates.

Simon Hawkins, Group Chief  
Operating Officer   
Compre Group
Email: simon.hawkins@compre-group.com    
Telephone: +44 (0) 7764 235370

Simon joined Compre in July 2018 as the Group Chief Operating 
Officer. 

Prior to joining Compre, Simon spent 7 years at QBE Insurance, 
where he was responsible for the management and strategic 
disposal of over $2bn of legacy reserves from the Group, 
leadership of the reinsurance function and the development of 
QBE’s data and analytics strategy for claims management. He 
also spent 13 years at PwC in the Non-Life Restructuring team, 
and has significant experience of transactions, legal transfers and 
value creation from legacy portfolios. 

He is a fellow of the Association of Chartered Certified Accountants 
and has over 20 years’ experience in the legacy sector.

David Barclay-Watt, Senior Director 
Natwest 
Email: david.a.barclay-watt@natwest.com    
Telephone: +44 (0)7876 034133

David originally qualified as an accountant with Deloitte, He 
has spent the large part of his career in banking with a focus 

on Financial Institutions. Having overseen global FI clients from 
a credit perspective, he now manages NatWest’s relationships 
with a broad range of insurance clients, a large number of which 
operate in the non-life run-off market.

In addition to the run-off sector, David also covers Lloyd’s 
underwriters, brokers, MGAs and life consolidators. His key focus 
is on structuring and executing debt solutions for clients in each 
of these sub-sectors, to support both their overall long-term 
capital structure and more immediate M&A requirements. He 
and NatWest have led many of the bank financings to the run-off 
market over the past decade in support of the broader capital 
support and growth of this market.

Andy Creed, Chief Financial Officer  
RiverStone International
Email: andrew.creed@rsml.co.uk     
Telephone: +44 (0) 7455 912739

Andy is RiverStone International’s Group Chief Financial Officer 
overseeing the Finance, Treasury, Actuarial and Acquisitions 
and Business Development departments for RiverStone 
International’s operations.   He joined RiverStone in 2013, 
prior to which he spent time working both in the Corporate and 
Investment Banking department of Barclays Bank and the Audit 
and Assurance practice of PricewaterhouseCoopers, where he 
qualified as a Chartered Accountant in 2010.
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Nick Crossley, Senior VP M&A 
Enstar Group 
Email: nick.crossley@enstargroup.com     
Telephone: +44 (0) 7584 855826

Nick joined Enstar Group as EMEA Head of M&A in 2019, covering 
transactions in the P&C run-off sector.  Prior to that, he was an 
Associate Partner leading EY’s M&A insurance advisory team.

His wider financial services experience spans nearly 20 years, 
covering the banking, insurance and asset management sectors, 
advising a range of clients including blue-chip corporations, 
private equity funds and entrepreneurs.  He has worked on a 
range of structures and situations in the live, run-off, distress and 
insolvency arenas, covering share transactions, business/asset 
deals and portfolio-level solutions.  

In the run-off sector specifically, he has worked on both the 
buy-side and sell-side. On the sell-side, he has worked with 
international re-insurance groups on share sales, portfolio 
transfers and LPTs in a range of jurisdictions.  On the buy-side, he 
has advised private equity clients on their investment in a number 
of run-off acquirers, before moving into the sector as a principal 
within Enstar Group.

Linda Johnson, Partner 
TigerRisk Partners 
Email: LJohnson@tigerrisk.com     
Telephone: +1 (612) 247 3496

Linda is a recognised reinsurance leader who is dedicated to 
providing clients with an amazing client experience. She joined 
TigerRisk Partners in 2008 after having worked for E W Blanch 

Co / Benfield Group and its successors for 21 years. Linda was 
the first female Executive Vice President within Benfield and the 
first female member of the Benfield US Executive Committee. 
Linda executed a range of responsibilities and leadership roles 
within Benfield Group’s US Reinsurance Platform.

Throughout her reinsurance career, Linda has led several 
multi-disciplined teams and designed and placed numerous 
speciality reinsurance solutions for a broad range of customers 
and product types. Her clients include a well-respected panel of 
Global National writers and Speciality Carriers.

Linda has an MBA from the University of Minnesota and holds 
the CPCU and Are designations.

Stephen Roberts, IRLA Chairman  
RiverStone International 
Email: stephen.roberts@rsml.co.uk    
Telephone: + 44 (0) 7747 037362

Stephen was appointed to the IRLA Board in October 2015 
having been an active member of the Events Committee and 
one of many members offering mentorship. He was involved 
in setting up the Legacy Claims Committee in 2019. Stephen 
became Chairman of IRLA in May 2019 and steps down in May 
2022.

Stephen is also the Executive Claims Director of RiverStone and 
a member of the RiverStone Executive Management Committee. 

“In these unprecedented times with member companies 
home working and our friends and colleagues burdened by 
circumstances, some tragic, out with our individual or collective 
control, I have been humbled by the continued efforts of 
IRLA, our board directors, member companies, committees, 

secretariat, and associates, to remain stoically upbeat, available 
and working constructively to make connection across our 
market. 

IRLA continues to demonstrate, that by working together in fair 
competition, we can be both a market and a career of choice for 
all of us so fortunate to be involved.”

Stephen is ACII qualified.

Mandy Hickson,  
Professional Speaker 
Email: lois@speakerscorner.co.uk     
Telephone: +44 (0) 7594 515667 

Finding a love of flying early in life, Mandy fought hard to achieve 
her ambition to be a Royal Air Force pilot. She was only the 
second woman to fly the Tornado GR4 on the front line, amassing 
over thirty years experience within aviation, completing three 
tours of duty and 45 missions over Iraq during that time.

Mandy is a highly demanded keynote speaker across a range of 
business sectors, where she talks with humour and great passion 
to inspire those around her. She has been invited to share her 
insights with some of the most successful organisations across 
the world where she describes the strategies & behaviours that 
can adopted when the stakes are at their highest. She has a 
wealth of experience to share from working in a male dominated 
environment, from battling imposter syndrome to juggling life as 
a working mother of two young children. As a coach, mentor and 
facilitator she inspires others, covering the core areas of human 
performance factors; decision making, communication, leadership, 
behaviour, workload, conflict, fatigue and stress management.
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Paul Corver, IRLA Director  
Randall & Quilter Holdings 
Email: paul.corver@rqih.com     
Telephone: + 44 (0) 7786 984013

Paul was co-opted onto the Board of Directors of IRLA (aka 
ARC) in November 2007 and was appointed as Chairman in 
2008. After ten years as Chairman, which also encompassed 
chairing the annual Congress and participating in several market 
committees, Paul stood down as Chairman in 2019 and now 
serves as Governance Director. Paul recently became a Director 
of IRLA LCL. 

Paul is employed as Group Head of Legacy M&A at Randall & 
Quilter Investment Holdings Ltd.

“When I started at IRLA I hardly knew anyone in the London 
Market as my role was primarily US facing. It was a great 
opportunity to get to know people and create great networks. 
I was honoured to be Chairman for ten years and am delighted 
that the role is now in the good hands of Stephen Roberts. The 
Association continues to grow and extend its reach into the 
legacy sector and attracts new members every year. This is 
recognition of the value that membership brings to those working 
in this dynamic sector. The recent challenges of lockdown and 
other COVID related issues has highlighted the importance of 
proactive legacy management to achieve capital and governance 
efficiencies. IRLA will be at the forefront of representation, 
education and networking for many years to come and I am 
delighted to continue to serve on its Board.”

Barry Gale, Head of Legacy 
AON (Capital Advisory) 
Email: barry.gale@aon.com     
Telephone: +44 (0) 7713 623102

Barry is Head of Legacy at Aon. Prior to joining Aon in 2021, he 
held at similar role at KPMG. 

Barry has worked in the run-off market for over 20 years and 
advised on his first legacy deal in 2010. Since then he has 
supported a number of large (re)insurance groups such as Aviva, 
Axa, Hiscox, QBE and Zurich with legacy transactions in the UK 
and in Lloyd’s, the US, Germany, Italy, Spain, Bermuda and Hong 
Kong. He has also worked with many run-off acquirers on their 
‘buy side’ activities and advised a number of investors coming 
into the run-off market. 

Since joining Aon last summer, he has been working closely with 
Victor Nelligan, another veteran of the run-off market, to raise the 
profile of the legacy market within the wider insurance sector.

Tom Booth, Group CEO 
DARAG Group  
Email: t.booth@darag-group.com   
Telephone: +44 (0)7887 997162

Tom spent the first part of his career in investment banking, 
specialising in Non-Life Insurance. He joined R&Q in 2008, a 
company he had helped prepare for its IPO the year prior. Tom 
spent almost 10 years at R&Q, mostly as Group CFO, working 
primarily on legacy M&A activity. He has extensive experience of 
portfolio transfers and insurance company acquisitions across a 
wide range of markets. 

During a 5-year period between 2013 and 2018, Tom was based in 
Bermuda, where he had a particular focus on the US legacy market, 
completing numerous acquisitions, novation and LPTs of insurance 
entities.

Tom joined DARAG as Group CEO in July 2018 and has subsequently 
led the Group’s expansion into the US/BDA as well as the UK and 
Guernsey, building upon its hitherto Continental European core.

Tom holds a Master’s degree from Cambridge University and holds 
an MBA in Finance.

Jason Richards, CEO UK&I Swiss Re
Email: jason_richards@swissre.com     
Telephone: +45 4015 9597

Jason was appointed Country President and CEO UK & Ireland (UKI), 
effective 1 January 2022. As CEO UKI, he is responsible for driving 
profitable growth of the UK & Ireland reinsurance portfolio and 
continuing to strengthen Swiss Re’s influence and position in the 
London market. 

Jason brings 30 years’ experience in the re/insurance business to 
the role and joined Swiss Re in 2006 as part of the GE Insurance 
Solutions acquisition. During his 12 years at GE, Jason held a 
number of leadership positions across different parts of the business 
including underwriting, corporate development, finance, Six Sigma 
process improvement, technical accounting and claims. Having 
joined Swiss Re, Jason led the P&C Business Management area 
responsible for reserving, claims, technical accounting and run-off 
management. In 2017, Jason was appointed to his previous role 
as Global Head of Casualty, where he was responsible for the 
underwriting of Casualty lines globally, as well as innovation and 
structured reinsurance across P&C. 

Jason holds a degree in Business Administration from Bath University.
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Charles Kasmar,  
Chief Underwriting Officer 
Fortitude Re  
Email: charles.kasmer@fortitudere.com     
Telephone: + 1 (441) 533 3886 

Charles is the Chief Underwriting Officer, P&C Reinsurance at 
Fortitude Re where he is responsible for sourcing and pricing 
new non-US P&C run-off transactions for our newly established 
Fortitude International Re entity, assisting in the design and 
implementation of new products and structures, and expanding 
Fortitude Re’s P&C presence and capabilities in Bermuda, UK, 
the EU, and Asia.

Charles has more than 32 years of experience in the reinsurance 
and insurance industry, with extensive experience in the analysis 
and structuring of deals involving long tail lines of business, 
pricing, capital model building and reserving. He has held 
positions at Zurich Reinsurance Centre, Risk Capital Reinsurance 
Company, Aon, Employers Reinsurance Corporation, and Quanta 
Capital Holdings. Prior to Fortitude Re, Charles spent 13 years at 
Catalina Group, most recently as the Group Chief Actuary.

Charles holds a Bachelor’s degree in Mathematics from the 
University of Maine where he attended under an athletic 
scholarship to play football.  He is a Fellow of the Casualty 
Actuarial Society and a member of the American Academy of 
Actuaries.

Sam Tacey, Special Counsel 
Cooley (UK) LLP 
Email: sbtacey@cooley.com     
Telephone: +44 (0) 7469 083559

Sam is a Special Counsel in the insurance and reinsurance team. 
He focuses his practice on complex insurance and reinsurance 
disputes. He has been involved in a variety of matters in 
arbitration and in the High Court, representing (re)insurer 
clients in both the live and run-off market, as well as acting for 
policyholders. Sam also has a presence in the Insurtech Market, 
providing general and regulatory advice to start-ups and other 
market participants. 

Sam is a committee member of the British Insurance Law 
Association and the Editor of Cooley’s insurance blog, 
CooleyInsure. 

Sam is listed as a “next generation lawyer” in insurance and 
reinsurance litigation in The Legal 500 UK (2018) and a ‘rising 
star’ in the same category for 2019.

Tom Bush, Partner 
Freeborn & Peters LLP 
Email: tbush@freeborn.com    
Telephone: + 1 (312) 282 7251

Tom is a Partner in the Litigation Practice Group and member 
of the Firm’s Insurance/Reinsurance Industry Group. He has 
extensive experience in complex litigation involving antitrust, 
insurance and reinsurance matters, and, in particular, has been 
very actively involved in the representation of significant lawsuits 
and arbitrations for global reinsurers in disputes arising from 

large scale losses. Tom also represents and counsels insurance 
companies and investment firms on antitrust compliance and on 
competition issues arising in mergers and acquisitions.

Tom serves as a commercial arbitrator and is listed on the 
American Arbitration Association’s National Roster of Arbitrators.

Prior to joining Freeborn & Peters, Tom was a Partner at Locke 
Lord, where he was Co-Chair of the firm’s Antitrust Litigation 
Practice Group. Tom also served as a law clerk to Chief Judge 
Collins J. Seitz, U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit.

Mona Barnes, Head Key Case & Large 
Loss Management 
Swiss Re 
Email: mona_barnes@swissre.com    
Telephone: +44 (0) 7958 771511

Mona is Head of Key Case & Large Loss Management at Swiss 
Re. She joined Swiss Re in September 2019 and manages the 
Group’s largest losses in P&C Business Management, including 
Natural Catastrophes and Man-Made events.

Mona and her team also focus on providing the reinsurance 
community with a strategic claims vision and insights, tracking 
emerging trends in the industry. She is passionate about external 
claims/legal thought leadership and is an active participant on 
the RAND Institute and CPR Boards. 

Mona previously worked at Chubb Insurance for 16 years, holding 
various positions in P&C including Head of Casualty Claims, 
EMEA, Head of Financial Lines Claims, EMEA and in Chubb’s P&C 
International Management group.
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Emma Probyn, Senior Associate 
Freshfields LLP 
Email: emma.probyn@freshfields.com      
Telephone: +44 (0) 7730 092696

Emma is a member of Freshfields’ Dispute Resolution group. 
She advises clients in complex, multi-jurisdictional commercial 
and financial litigation, as well as international corporate and 
regulatory investigations.  Emma joined Freshfields in 2011 and 
is a member of the firm’s financial institutions disputes group. 
Emma specialises in contentious matters in the financial services 
sector, advising on litigation and enforcement matters. Emma 
has particular experience in handling large scale multi-party 
disputes, including shareholder litigation and follow-on competition 
litigation. 

Emma has also spent time on secondment to a major client in the 
banking sector.

Veekash Badal, Principal 
Milliman Ltd 
Email: Veekash.Badal@milliman.com     
Telephone: +44 (0) 7771 958374

Veekash is a Principal in Milliman’s London office. He co-leads 
the long-term development of the practice, as well as ensuring 
the delivery of high quality service to clients. He joined the firm 
in 2016 and has over 20 years of experience in the Lloyd’s and 
London Market.

Prior to joining Milliman, Veekash worked within the Lloyd’s 
Market, holding Chief Actuary and Chief Risk Officer positions with 

responsibility for both ongoing and run-off syndicates. Before 
Lloyd’s, he was the Head of Reserving and then Head of Pricing 
for Swiss Re UK.

Leading and managing risk and actuarial teams has provided 
Veekash with a breadth of knowledge that enables him to support 
his clients to deal with complex reserving challenges. His recent 
work includes M&A due diligence, Lloyd’s and US Statements 
of Actuarial Opinion, acting as expert witness, and reserving 
function transformations.

Veekash is a Fellow of the Institute and Faculty of Actuaries. 

Richard Burrows, IRLA YPG 
Weightmans LLP 
Email: richard.burrows@weightmans.com    
Telephone: +44 0345 073 9900 

Richard is a Principal Associate at Weightmans LLP, Liverpool. 
He joined the firm in 2011 and specialises in disease claims, 
acting for a number of legacy insurers, live insurers and self-
insured corporates. He has a particular interest in emerging 
risks, and regularly writes articles for Weightmans’ insights 
publications and has contributed articles to pharmaceutical 
journals on topics such as the opioid crisis.

Richard is Deputy Chairman of the IRLA YPG Committee and 
as part of this role is responsible for the learning opportunities 
available to YPG members. He has delivered LinknLearn sessions 
on the mechanics of a personal injury claim, technology and 
innovation, and developments in air pollution control.

Mark Deem, Disputes Partner 
Mishcon de Reya LLP
Email: mark.deem@mishcon.com     
Telephone: +44 (0) 7725 782 035

Mark is a Disputes Partner in the Innovation Department and a 
specialist in technology, media and telecoms (TMT) litigation, 
contentious privacy and cyber security issues and financial 
services disputes.

He has considerable experience of complex domestic and cross-
border litigation, international arbitration and regulatory matters. 
He has conducted litigation in all commercial divisions of the 
English High Court, Court of Appeal, Supreme Court and Court of 
Justice of the EU; represented clients in international arbitration 
proceedings under the rules of the ICC, LCIA, RIDR and IFTA; and 
has a broad experience of mediation and other dispute resolution 
mechanisms.

Mark is a solicitor-advocate, with rights to appear in all courts 
in England & Wales and is well known for his proficiency in 
managing clients’ exposure to the risk and cost of commercial 
disputes through the innovative use of ATE insurance, third party 
and other litigation funding arrangements.

He is also co-author of the forthcoming book, AI on trial, 
examining the legal, regulatory and ethical framework needed 
to deploy AI in safe and acceptable manner and is Editor of the 
soon-to-be-published Global Data Review Guide to Data.



SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES

Tom Alcock, IRLA Director 
Catalina Re
Email: tomalcock@catalinare.com 
Telephone: +44 (0) 7375 257463

Tom is a lawyer and was co-opted to the board of directors in 
January in 2019 and is now the Regulatory (Matters) Director. 
He is also a Director of IRLA LCL.

Tom joined Catalina in July 2021 as Head of Property Claims – 
Complex Claims.

“I joined the legacy market after advising live market clients 
on preparing their portfolios for sale. My specialty was 
reconsidering how cover and recoveries applied to portfolios 
whilst maintaining TCF. Eventually that led to me leaving private 
practice and joining Armour. Since then, I have had various roles 
including General Counsel, acting COO and my current role. 
These roles have allowed me to develop a broad and detailed 
knowledge of the various aspects of the legacy market, including 
claims, M&A, and regulation.

When I joined the legacy market, I started going to IRLA events 
and getting involved. It is a great organisation that brings 
together our competitive market, educates and promotes us for 
the benefit of all. Due to my background, I see the synergies the 
legacy and live markets have and how the service industry can 
assist both.”

Jim Wrynn, Senior Managing Director 
FTI Consulting (New York) 
Email: jim.wrynn@fticonsulting.com 
Telephone: +1 (212) 841 9365

Jim is a Senior Managing Director at FTI Consulting in the Global 
Insurance Services practice. He is one of the leading experts on 
insurance matters based on more than 35 years of professional 
experience as an attorney, regulator, executive and advisor. Jim has 
served as an expert in various litigation matters. 

Most recently, Jim was the Chief Commercial Officer and a Hearing 
Officer at National Arbitration and Mediation. Prior to joining NAM, 
he served as Senior Managing Director at FTI Consulting; Managing 
Director and Vice-Chair in the U.S. for Guy Carpenter’s Global 
Strategic Advisory Group; and Senior Partner at the law offices of 
Goldberg Segalla, LLP.

Before joining Goldberg Segalla, Jim served as the 40th and last 
Superintendent of Insurance in the State of New York. He was 
very involved in the drafting of the new Financial Services law 
in New York and the merger of the Insurance Department with 
the NYS Department of Banking to form the new Department of 
Financial Services - at which time he served as the first Deputy 
Superintendent of the new department.

Jim is admitted to practice law in the federal and state courts of 
New York and New Jersey, and the U.S. Supreme Court. He has 
earned an Associate in Captive Insurance (ACI), Associate in Risk 
Management (ARM) designation, and Workers’ Compensation 
Professional (WCP) designation. He has also served as a registered 
foreign lawyer in the United Kingdom, and as an expert witness on 
matters involving his areas of concentration.

Anirvan Choudhury, Senior Manager 
PwC LLP 
Email: anirvan.choudhury@pwc.com     
Telephone: +44 (0) 7483 423721

Anirvan is a Senior Manager in PwC’s Financial Services 
Regulatory Insights team. Anirvan authors PwC’s market facing 
publications on insurance regulatory developments and advise 
clients on the impact of new regulations. 

Anirvan has extensive regulatory experience having worked at 
the PRA in insurance supervision for more than 7 years. In his 
last role at the PRA he was the Head of the Run-Off Team in the 
London Markets supervision department. During his tenure at 
the PRA, he supervised a number of domestic and multi-national 
life and general insurance companies. He also worked as part of 
the Insurance Technical Specialists team at the Bank of England 
analysing sectoral trends and monitoring emerging risks. 

Anirvan has presented at multiple industry and EIOPA led events 
on the impact of regulatory changes focussing on the run-off 
sector. Anirvan is a qualified accountant and holds an MBA from 
the University of Oxford.

Nick Parish, Senior Manager 
Bank of England Insurance Supervision
Email: nick.parish@bankofengland.co.uk     
Telephone: +44 (0)7568 106683 

Nick Parish is Senior Manager of the Run-Off Team, in the 
Insurance Supervision Directorate at the PRA. Nick is an 
experienced supervisor of both insurers and banks and has also 
worked in several other areas of the Bank of England.
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Hilary Evenett, Senior Director 
Clifford Chance LLP
Email: hilary.evenett@cliffordchance.com    
Telephone: +44 (0) 7717 542658

Hilary has experience of all aspects of corporate and commercial 
work, including mergers, acquisitions and joint ventures 
focussing on financial institutions.

She specialises in non-contentious insurance matters, 
including UK and European regulation, new authorisations, 
mergers and acquisitions, portfolio transfers, 
demutualisations, Lloyd’s transactions, but also has 
significant experience of transactions involving banks and 
asset managers.

Gary Brankin, Partner 
Kennedys Law
Email: gary.brankin@kennedyslaw.com     
Telephone: +44 (0) 07551 063580

Gary is the relationship partner for several of Kenndys legacy 
clients and responsible for service delivery. He acts for insurers, 
reinsurers, self-insured and uninsured companies.

Gary handles primarily high value and complex asbestos-related 
claims, some with a value in excess of £2million, but handles 
disease claims of all types, including lung cancer, skin cancer, 
bladder cancer, occupational asthma, dermatitis and all kinds of 
work-related upper and lower limb disorders. Gary manages the 
strategic cases relevant to the individual legacy clients. Gary’s 
practice has particular focus on the construction and public 
sector and claims for teachers, pupils and service personnel. He 

also has experience of developing innovative software and working 
with claims teams to reduce claims spend on a large scale.

Gary was one of the founding members of the Leeds office of a 
boutique legacy insurance firm, growing it to 20 plus lawyers prior 
to joining Kennedys. Gary is a recommended lawyer in The Legal 
500 directories from 2016-2021 editions.

Gary has personal knowledge of neurodiversity and speaks on this 
from his experiences.

Ian Smith, Operations Manager                     
Zurich Legacy Managers
Email: ian.3.smith@uk.zurich.com     
Telephone: + 44 (0) 7875 886999

Ian works for Zurich Legacy Solutions (ZLS), a dedicated SBU of 
Zurich Group Finance.  They complete restructuring and legacy 
management projects across the Zurich Group globally. Ian has 
developed detailed operational processes to effectively manage 
and deliver on legacy initiatives involving legacy and “back book” 
portfolio management and custom-made finality structuring. 

Ian has worked for Zurich since 2016 completing four divestment 
projects totaling circa USD 3bn of liabilities.  He will finish a Level 
7 Senior Leader apprenticeship in March 2022 and completed 
a Masters degree in Business and Strategic Leadership in 
2021 along with a ILM Level 7 Senior Leaders Masters degree 
apprenticeship with distinction. Ian supports GAIN (Group for 
Autism in Insurance, Investment and Neurodiversity) writing blog 
posts, participating in research and panel discussions.

Leslie-Ann Giovnilli, Director 
IRLA Ltd 
Email: leslieann.giovnilli@irla-international.com     
Telephone: +44 (0) 7776 302462

Leslie-Ann has been described as the glue that keeps the 
Association together; as one of the founders in 1998 and ongoing 
Leslie-Ann has forgotten more about IRLA and legacy than she 
would admit. In 2021 she was recognised for her work, especially 
during covid, with the Services to Legacy Award. 

Leslie-Ann is MD of AMS (Outsourcing) Services which is now 23 
years old, and she is in her 26th year of managing and creating 
learning, development and facilitating opportunities, having spent 
the first 20 years in the reinsurance claims market, most of which 
formed the legacy market we know today. 

As a neurodiverse person Leslie-Ann finds her dog training skills as 
useful in her day time role as her counselling training. 

Laura Pearson, IRLA YPG  
PwC LLP
Email: laura.p.pearson@pwc.com     
Telephone: +44 (0) 7483 422839

Laura is a Senior Manager in PwC’s Liability restructuring team and 
specialises in the run-off transactions market. 

Laura joined the firm’s Insurance practice in 2014 and has spent 
time in both London and Bermuda. Her experience within the legacy 
market includes advising on multinational restructuring options 
and disposals, providing buy-side commercial due diligence and 
managing the day to day running of Schemes of Arrangements.
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Natalie Pearce, Senior Manager 
PwC LLP 
Email: natalie.h.pearce@pwc.com     
Telephone: +44 (0) 7730 596929

Natalie has worked in the run-off industry for a number of years, 
specialising in long-tail liability management and in particular 
industrial disease claims. She has a passion for encouraging and 
developing talented diverse Young Professionals to ensure the 
industry continues to grow and thrive in the future. Natalie is 
delighted to be included on the judging panel for this years Young 
Professional of the Year Award and is looking forward to learning 
about all the brilliant achievements the Young Professionals have 
made this year.

Gian Luigi Di Franco, IRLA LCL 
RiverStone International
Email: Gian.DiFranco@rsml.co.uk     
Telephone: +44 (0) 7901 003133

Gian Luigi is a Senior Litigation Associate at RiverStone 
International. He has 16 years’ experience in the insurance run-
off sector with particular expertise in industrial disease claims 
and a strong interest in claims strategy. 

Gian Luigi served on the IRLA Young Professionals Group 
Committee for 3 years acting as Deputy Chairman until recently, 
when his IRLA role switched to that of Company Secretary 
for the IRLA Legacy Committee, where he is also RiverStone’s 
committee representitive.

Thomas Spring, IRLA YPG
Kennedys Law LLP
Email: tom.spring@kennedyslaw.com 
Telephone: + 44 (0) 7511 902396

Tom is a Senior Associate at Kennedys Law. He deals with fatal 
accident claims and catastrophic injury claims including those 
involving spinal injuries, brain injuries, complex regional pain 
syndrome and alleged psychiatric injuries. He also has expertise 
workplace stress claims, including those with alleged sexual 
harassment. 

Tom has built a practice in litigation brought under the Animals Act. 
He is instructed to defend numerous High Court claims for several 
hundred thousands of pounds, including on behalf of an Olympic 
athlete, a Paralympic athlete and one of the largest horseracing 
stables worldwide. 

He became a member of the Young Professionals Committee for 
IRLA in September 2018. 

Dr Katherine A Daniels  
Experimental Research Scientist  
British Geological Survey
Email: katdan@bgs.ac.uk     
Telephone: +44 (0) 7738 101822

Katherine is an experienced geologist with a keen interest in 
understanding dynamical, fluid-driven Earth processes. Her 
research currently focusses on experimental measurement 
of low permeability materials that can be used as barriers to 
flow. Specifically, her research aims to understand under what 
conditions low permeability materials can be used as engineered 

barrier systems for waste disposal (e.g. radioactive waste, 
landfill, CO2). Katherine has also worked on underground carbon 
storage and the interaction between two different fluids in a 
geological reservoir, using analogue experiments to study the 
dissolution of CO2 into reservoir brines. Research for her PhD 
centred on the propagation and emplacement of dykes and how 
this influences the thermal state of the crust. Katherine is also 
interested in the deformation of the crust on a number of scales, 
especially in response to fluid injection, and the resultant fracture 
patterns. She uses computational and experimental analogue 
modelling of these phenomena, applying observations made in 
the field and the laboratory with those predicted by models.

Katherines qualifications include : 2013 – 2015: Postdoctoral 
Research Associate, Department of Earth Sciences, University 
of Cambridge: 2012 – 2013 Postdoctoral Research Associate, 
Department of Applied Mathematics and Theoretical Physics, 
University of Cambridge: 2008 – 2012: PhD in Earth Sciences, 
University of Bristol: 2004 – 2008: MSci Hons. Geology (1st 
Class), University of Bristol.

William Prichard, Claims Director 
Zurich Legacy Solutions
Email: william.prichard@uk.zurich.com     
Telephone: +44 (0)7875 887078

William is Claims Director at Zurich Legacy Solutions (ZLS), 
working closely with local claims teams on back books and 
run off portfolios that Zurich has deemed no longer core to live 
underwriting operations. 

He is well suited to ZLS’ global remit within the Group having 
previously worked at RSA, firstly as Head of Claims for Emerging 
Markets and later as Group Claims Network Director. In these 
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roles he gained wide ranging experience in claims management, 
control and governance, best practice and knowledge sharing in 
the UK, throughout, Europe, Canada, the Middle and Far East, and 
Latin America, 

Having joined the Zurich in late 2018, William has led ZLS’ 
claims work on the legacy EL disease transaction with Catalina 
and represents the company on the IRLA Legacy Committee. 

Rebecca Payton, Head of UK Direct 
Claims 
Catalina Re
Email: rebeccapayton@catalinare.com 
Telephone: +44 (0) 7961 051931

Rebecca is currently Head of UK Direct Claims for Catalina 
Services UK Ltd. 

She is a qualified solicitor and spent 15 years handling 
occupational disease claims for Weightmans and then Plexus. 
In 2014 she began working for Davies Group as the Head 
of Occupational Disease and later Associate Director. She 
joined Catalina in 2020 and has responsibility for the UK 
Direct portfolio of claims comprising, in the main, claims for 
Mesothelioma and Noise Induced Hearing Loss claims. She 
has significant experience in the legacy claims market and is 
responsible for the technical, operational and strategic oversight 
of Catalina’s UK Direct portfolios. Rebecca is also Catalina’s 
representative on the Industrial Disease Claims Working Party 
and the IRLA Legacy Committee.  

Paula Jefferson, Partner 
BLM Law
Email: paula.jefferson@blmlaw.com     
Telephone: +44 (0) 7525 911739 

Paula is head of BLM’s London office and also head the abuse 
& neglect practice group. She has extensive experience in 
advising clients facing many issues as a result of non-recent 
sexual abuse allegations, including participation in inquiries, 
reviews and investigations as well as civil claims and redress 
schemes.

Paula represents a wide variety of organisations in different 
sectors including faith, education, charity, media, health and 
youth. Her experience extends to dealing with international 
injury claims (including examples linked to the Mumbai 
terrorist attack) and assisting clients facing claims in the 
UK in connection with sexual abuse occurring in overseas 
jurisdictions. Paula has advised on a variety of claims for stress, 
bullying and harassment at work made by high achieving 
professionals in the legal, management, accounting and 
financial sectors.

Paula was a finalist in the 2019 Women in Insurance Awards.

Mike Mackenzie, Head of  
Specialty Claims  
Pro Global
Email: michael.mackenzie@pro-global.com    
Telephone: +44 (0) 7715 920809

A claims professional with over 20 years’ experience of dealing 
with claims and civil litigation. Mike has worked for solicitors, 
brokers, TPAs and insurers (live and run-off) handling claims and 
managing teams. Mike began to specialise in EL/PL occupational 
disease and illness claims in the live market in 2005 and moved 
into the legacy market in 2010 where he managed a team 
dealing with claims under a Scheme of Arrangement and a range 
of insolvent insurers on behalf of the FSCS. Throughout his time 
in the legacy space, Mike has retained an involvement in disease 
and illness claims but has taken an increasing focus on abuse, 
care and other claims, including those arising from the public 
sector.

Mike joined Pro in 2021 and oversees a large team managing 
claims for live (re)insurers and legacy risk carriers. Over the 
course of his career, he has contributed to a range of market 
bodies, working parties and consultation processes. He has 
overseen a number of transformation and technology projects 
and worked across all sectors in the UK Employers’ Liability and 
Public Liability claims environment. Mike has a keen interest 
in legal developments and is passionate about value creation 
enabled by technology and innovation. 

Mike is a Chartered Insurance Practitioner.
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Jens Ziser, Managing Director 
BFRC 
Email: jensziser@bfrc.de     
Telephone: +49 (170) 601 6003

Jens is the Managing Director of Black Forest Reinsurance 
Consulting (BFRC). BFRC collaborates with R&Q and Accredited 
Insurance Europe Ltd (R&Q’s A- rated carrier) on Continental 
Europe non-life legacy solutions. 

Jens started his career with Vereinte Krankenversicherung 
in 1993. Since 1995 he has held (structured) underwriting, 
consulting and management roles at R&Q, Maiden Re, New 
Re, Munich Re, Gerling Global and Bavarian Re/Swiss Re. 
From 2009 to 2011 Jens worked as Business Run-off Account 
Executive at Munich Re America focusing on US run-off business 
as well as Munich Re American’s discontinued Belgium and 
Australian operations. 

From 2011 to 2019 he worked as P&C (Structured and 
traditional) Underwriter and Business Development Leader 
for NewRe (Zurich) and Maiden Re (Bermuda).   More recently 
Jens founded BFRC (Feb 2020) to consult reinsurers, insurers, 
captives, and brokers on legacy solutions, while providing tailored 
exit solution to clients exclusively with R&Q.

Mark Hicks, Senior Claims Handler 
Premia Managing Agency
Email: mark.hicks@premiare.uk 
Telephone: +44 (0)7545 182807

Mark has over 40 years’ experience in the insurance industry in 
both the Lloyds’ and company market of which 13 years has been 
for ongoing business and 27 years in legacy.

Mark has testified at trial and in depositions in capacity as a 
London Market Expert as well as a corporate witness on Insurance 
coverage matters. He was involved as a member of various 
London Market Insurance Groups such as 1st Party Claims Group 
and the Asbestos Direct Claims Committee.

Currently working at Premia handling Casualty, Cyber & Financial 
Lines claims from both a direct and reinsurance basis as a lead or 
agreement party.

Mark has participated at several IRLA events, assisting in training 
sessions.

Romy Comitor, Managing Director 
FTI Consulting
Email: Romy.Comiter@fticonsulting.com     
Telephone: +44 (0) 7794 031295

Romy is a Managing Director at FTI Consulting, Global Insurance 
Services, EMEA. She is based in London and provides advisory 
services to the general insurance market. 

Romy has developed an expertise in long tail claims, such as 
asbestos, environmental contamination and various health hazard 
losses with particular focus in evaluating current and future 

liability for use in litigation, settlement, commutation and 
reinsurance recoveries for both direct and inwards reinsurance. 
In this regard, she has served as an expert witness in the 
U.S. and UK in a variety of matters involving the assessment 
and allocation of mass tort claims: the valuation and timing 
of insurers’ potential liability; the impact that settlement 
agreements have on other carriers; and the completeness and 
accuracy of the underlying claim data.

Romy has worked in the Insurance sector for more than 30 
years in various senior management roles within professional 
services companies. Prior to joining FTI Consulting, Romy was 
a Partner at Mazars LLP in their Financial Services Consulting 
team. Prior to Mazars, Romy was the Director of Insurance 
Services at LECG (f/k/a SMART Business Consulting) based on 
London. Romy moved to London in 1997 from New York to be 
a Senior Director at Axiom Claims Consulting Limited. Romy 
started her career in New York at Grant Thornton.

Romy has a BSE in Electrical and Computer Engineering from 
the University of Pennsylvania, and an MBA from New York 
University.
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Mike Cane, Executive Director 
Gallagher Re
Email: mike_cane@AJGRe.com 
Telephone: +44 (0)7880 468290 

Mike leads the Capital Solutions team at Gallagher Re UK and 
has responsibility across legacy, capital raising, ILS and Public 
& Private Partnerships. Mike has 19 years industry experience 
spanning underwriting, actuarial, broking and advisory roles.

Mike started his career on the underwriting side at Allianz, 
focussing on commercial SME business before switching to the 
actuarial team to do pricing and reserving. He spent the majority of 
his career at Guy Carpenter where he went on to head up analytics 
for the UK Division. 

Mike is a qualified actuary and has a first class degree in 
Mathematics. 

Paul Brockman, Chief Claims Officer 
Enstar (US) 
Email: paul.brockman@enstargroup.com    
Telephone: +1 (727) 422 2954

Paul was appointed Chief Claims Officer in September 2020. 
He served as President & Chief Executive Officer of Enstar (US) 
Inc. from July 2016. Prior to that, he was Chief Operating Officer 
of Enstar (US) Inc. from 2014-2016, and from 2012-2014, he 
served as Senior Vice President, Head of Commutations in the US. 

Before joining Enstar, he worked as Head of Reinsurance 
for Resolute Management Services UK Ltd. and prior to that  
at Equitas.

Judith Zeleny, Head of Origination 
Munich Re 
Email: jzeleny@munichre.com     
Telephone: +49 151 121 57850

Judith heads the Origination Department of Capital Partners 
in Munich. In her role she is responsible for identifying and 
transacting capital related transaction for markets in Europe  
and Asia. 

Over the last 20 years, Judith gathered her experience mainly 
in retroactive reinsurance opportunities, supporting traditional 
insurance clients as well as the run-off market.

After graduating in Business Management, she has been in the 
reinsurance industry for nearly 30 years, working for several 
companies such as Aachener Re and General Re focusing on 
casualty underwriting for several European markets and joining 
Munich Re in 1999.


