
 

 

 

Coronavirus weekly roundup 

 

Welcome to our Coronavirus weekly round up, highlighting a selection of our key insights 

issued this week. 

COVID-19 Audit and Risk assessments 

Comply with government guidelines | save time 
and reduce costs 

Use our pre-built risk assessment templates to instantly adhere to government 

guidelines, document regulatory compliance, and automate hazard 

identification/remediation. 

Sign up for our 60 day free, no obligation trial to access the platform and templates. 

Read more 

 

  
 

Parenting decisions: Vaccinations 

Last week, the UK approved the use of the Pfizer Coronavirus vaccination in children 

between the ages of 12–15 years. However, a final decision has not yet been made on 

whether or when plans to roll the vaccine out to children may take place. 

We answer key legal questions surrounding child vaccinations for parents. 

Read more 

 

HMCTS weekly update 
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Here we highlight the operational guidance from HMCTS each week to assist in 

preparation for court attendances and hearings. 

General COVID guidance 

▪ The courts remain open, even in areas where the transmission of the new 

Covid-19 variant is spreading. 

▪ HMCTS are actively encouraging all visitors to the courts and all staff to take 

part in surge testing in areas affected by Covid variants of concern. Further, 

twice-weekly asymptomatic rapid testing should be undertaken by staff 

regardless of their vaccination status. Individuals who show a positive test 

should self-isolate and follow the latest NHS advice. Surge testing guidance can 

be found here. 

▪ Home test kits are available from all courts and tribunals for all professional 

court users, legal professionals, judiciary, contractors, jurors, witness services 

and staff who attend scheduled hearings. 

▪ The Covid risk assessments are reviewed each week by HMCTS and updated if 

necessary. 

▪ All court users must continue to wear a face covering in all communal and 

public parts of the court buildings. 

▪ Fluid Resistant Surgical Masks are provided by HMCTS to professional visitors 

to custody suites. 

 Civil Courts 

▪ From Monday 14 June 2021, the Medway County and Family Court will sit at the 

Holiday Inn Rochester, for a period of 18 months. A consultation response on 

the longer-term arrangements for the Medway County and Family Court will be 

published soon. 

▪ A new service is being rolled out to the online civil money claims (OCMC) 

system, which allows judges to draw direction orders digitally. Judge draws 

directions order (JDDO) allows judges to draw directions via OCMC for cases 

that are valued between £300.01 and £10,000. The system is initially being 

rolled out across the North East from 15 June 2021, before being launched 

across other regions. 

▪ A pilot digital service for Damages Claims enables legal professionals to submit 

a personal injury claim or other type of unspecified claim digitally. They can 

manage and progress the claim themselves for the initial stages of the claim 

process. Initially a 3-month pilot with a few firms, HMCTS hope to extend the 

number of solicitors’ firms taking part from early autumn. 
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Keep in touch 
 

Follow us on social media to receive our latest 
updates direct to your feed. 
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