
 

 

Coronavirus weekly roundup 

 

Welcome to our Coronavirus weekly round up, highlighting HMCTS weekly update. 

COVID-19 Audit and Risk assessments 

Comply with government guidelines | save time 
and reduce costs 

Use our pre-built risk assessment templates to instantly adhere to government 

guidelines, document regulatory compliance, and automate hazard 

identification/remediation. 

Sign up for our 60 day free, no obligation trial to access the platform and templates. 

Read more 

 

  
 

Freedom Day 

19 July 2021 has been heralded “Freedom Day” when all restrictions in England were 

lifted. With the ongoing concerns raised by some that the easing of restrictions has come 

too soon and other nations not following suit, businesses are now left with the challenge 

of wading through the less than clear path for employees to return to work. The changes 

to and lifting of the restrictions have not been universal across the UK, but there is no 

doubt the overarching message from the chief medical experts is any action should be 

considered and implemented with caution. Businesses making decisions about what 

returning to the workplace will look like have naturally sought advice on how to deal with 

the likely challenges in the upcoming months and we have set out some of the most 

common queries received to assist you in your planning. 

Read more 
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HMCTS weekly update 

 

Here we highlight the operational guidance from HMCTS each week to assist in 

preparation for court attendances and hearings. 

General COVID guidance 

▪ From 19 July 2021 the UK moved to step four of the Government’s roadmap in 

England. Different rules apply to Wales and Scotland. 

▪ The HMCTS updated guidance in line with the Government’s step four plan 

includes: 

▪  A requirement for face coverings to be worn in staff, public and 

communal parts of court buildings. 

▪ In custody suites there is a requirement to continue with all social 

distancing measures introduced during the pandemic such as 

touchpoint cleaning, locked down phones, reduced numbers and 

fluid-resistant surgical masks. 

▪ Screens or barriers will remain in place to separate people from each 

other who will come into close proximity with others. 

▪ The guidance can be read here. 

 

 

▪ HMCTS are actively encouraging all visitors to the courts and all staff to take 

part in surge testing in areas affected by COVID variants of concern. Individuals 

who show a positive test should self-isolate and follow the latest NHS advice. 

Surge testing guidance can be found here. 

▪ Home test kits are available from all courts and tribunals for all professional 

court users, legal professionals, judiciary, contractors, jurors, witness services 

and staff who attend scheduled hearings. 

▪ Nightingale courts are changing frequently due to the end of venue-hire 

contracts. A full list of all operational Nightingale courts can be found here. 

Civil Courts 

▪ Judges have jurisdiction to draw up direction orders digitally for cases 

proceeding on the online civil money claims system. 

▪ Direction orders can be digitally drawn for cases with a value of between 

£300.01 AND £10,000. 
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▪ The North East and South East have piloted this and the scheme will be rolled 

out to other courts in other regions during the coming months. 

Royal Courts of Justice 
 

The following District Registries moved to the E-filing service on 19 July 2021: 

▪ Birmingham 

▪ Bristol 

▪ Cardiff 

▪ Leeds 

▪ Liverpool 

▪ Manchester 

▪ Newcastle 

The practice direction can be found here 

Keep in touch 
 

Follow us on social media to receive our latest 
updates direct to your feed. 
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